
The story so far
• Work commenced on preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for the village in 2018
• Since that time a Working Group has, with the aid of professional support, undertaken background 

research and consultation on what the Plan should cover and the proposals that it should include
• We have now reached an important stage in its preparation and are consulting on the Draft Plan

What is a Neighbourhood 
Plan?
It is a new kind of planning document 
designed to allow local people to play an 
active part in planning their area. It can guide 
the development and conservation of the 
village. It can, for example, also identify 
proposals for:
• Improving areas;
• Providing new facilities;
• Sites for new development;
• Protecting sites of environmental or historic 

quality.

When complete, it will form part of the 
statutory development plan and both Mid 
Suffolk Council and Planning Inspectors will 
have to take note of what it says when 
considering development proposals.

Community involvement is a major part of the 
process of developing a Neighbourhood Plan 
and it must be approved in a local referendum 
before it can be used. 

How it is prepared
There are a number of stages that have to be completed, as illustrated.  
Some of these stages are governed by the regulations for preparing 
neighbourhood plans and so there is no short cut.

• Establish  Working Group
• Designate Neighbourhood 

Plan Area

• Gather Evidence
Community Engagement
• Household Surveys
• Information Gathering

• Identify Key Issues
• Prioritise Issues and Themes
• Write the Plan
• Consult on PlanCommunity Engagement

• Minimum 6 weeks
• Opportunity to comment

• Amend Plan and 
• Submit to Mid Suffolk District 

Council

• Independent Examination

PARISH
REFERENDUM

WE’RE HERE

Final Consultation by 
Mid Suffolk District Council
• Minimum 6 weeks
• Opportunity to comment

I F R E F E R E N D U M P O S I T I V E ,
M I D S U F F O L K D I S T R I C T C O U N C I L A D O P T

Over the next 6 weeks you have
an opportunity to read the Plan
and submit your comments.

The boards that follow provide
information about all the
Planning Policies in the Plan.

WE NEED YOUR VIEWS
BY MONDAY 6 APRIL

Board 1

Welcome
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The Draft Plan
The vision for Laxfield is that 

it should be a vibrant, inclusive 
place to live for all residents, that it 
values and cares for all generations 

and takes particular care of its 
young and old people. We want to 

live in a greener and more 
sustainable way, reducing our 

reliance on cars and facilitating 
conditions for a range of 

employment types in the locality. 
We value our natural environment 

and our built heritage and will work 
actively to maintain and enhance 

them for future generations as well 
as developing village amenities and 

outdoor leisure facilities to 
encourage everyone to live active 

and healthy lives.
Guiding Principles
Change incrementally: Organic and gradual development that contributes to the 
wellbeing and successful livelihoods of all.

Consider others: Anticipate climate change in ways that enhance the desirability of the 
location and minimize environmental impact. A place which people wish to visit and stay.

Use existing resources wisely: recycle, renew, revitalise. Minimise additional land take 
and encourage the sharing of services and amenities.

Create places: That provide a distinctive identity through the quality of design, 
appropriateness of functions, accessibility of location and diversity of lifestyles.

Collaborate to succeed: By sharing common aspirations, respecting diverse points of 
view and recognising the value of continuous community involvement from inception to 
post occupancy.

DO YOU SUPPORT THE VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES?

IN A NUTSHELL, THE PLAN:
• Identifies the amount of housing

growth planed in the parish up to 2036
and the main sites for that growth

• Focuses development to within a
defined Settlement Boundary drawn
around the main built-up area of the
village

• Enables the building of low-cost
affordable housing to meet local needs

• Protects important open spaces
• Protects and maintains features of

landscape and biodiversity value
• Protects the landscape outside the

built-up area
• Seeks to maintain the building

characteristics and distinct character
areas

• Seeks to protect our services and
facilities
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DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES?

Development
Location
• The majority of future development will take place within a defined Settlement Boundary around the centre of the village
• Outside the Settlement Boundary, development will only be allowed in defined exceptional circumstances in order that we

preserve the special character of the surrounding countryside

Policy LAX 1 - Spatial Strategy for Laxfield Neighbourhood Plan Area
The Neighbourhood Plan area will accommodate development commensurate with Laxfield’s
designation as a Primary Village in the 2008 Core Strategy (Policy CS1) and emerging
designation as a Hinterland Village in the Joint Local Plan.
The focus for new development will be within the Settlement Boundary as defined on the Policies
Map.
Proposals for new development located outside the Settlement Boundary will only be permitted
for that which is essential for the operation of agriculture, horticulture, forestry, outdoor
recreation and other exceptional uses, where:
i) it can be satisfactorily demonstrated that there is an identified local need for the proposal; and
ii) it cannot be satisfactorily located within the Settlement Boundary.

• The Neighbourhood Plan has to be in line with the
Mid Suffolk Local Plan

• The draft Local Plan identifies a requirement for 65
additional homes in Laxfield between 2018 and
2036

• In December 2019 there were already planning
permissions for 64 new homes (before Mid Suffolk’s
decision to approve a further 49 homes off
Framlingham Road)

• So, there’s no need to identify any new sites for
housing in the Neighbourhood Plan, but we’re
allocating two sites that already have planning
permission given that the principle of development
has been approved on these sites

Policy LAX 3 - Land at Mill Road
A site of 0.32 hectares east of Mill Road, as
identified on the Policies Map, is allocated for four,
three bedroomed bungalows with access from Mill
Road.
Development will be expected to take place in
accordance with the current planning consent
unless superseded by a subsequent planning
permission for residential development.

Policy LAX 4 – Land off Cullingford Close
A site of 0.71 hectares east of Mill Road, as
identified on the Policies Map, is allocated for
thirteen dwellings including four affordable homes.
Development will be expected to take place in
accordance with the current planning consent
unless superseded by a subsequent planning
permission for residential development.

Policy LAX 2 - Housing Development
This Plan provides for around 70 additional dwellings to be developed in the
Neighbourhood Plan area between 2018 and 2036. This growth will be met through:
i the site allocations as identified in Policies LAX 3 and LAX 4 in the Plan and on the

Policies Map; and
ii small brownfield “windfall” sites and infill plots within the Settlement Boundary

that come forward during the plan period and are not identified in the Plan; and
iii in exceptional circumstances, dwellings outside the Settlement Boundary where it

can be demonstrated that the dwelling is essential for the operation of agriculture,
horticulture, forestry, outdoor recreation and other exceptional uses for which it can
satisfactorily be demonstrated that it needs to be located in the countryside.

In addition, proposals for the conversion of redundant or disused agricultural barns
outside the Settlement Boundary into dwellings will be permitted where:
a) the building is structurally sound and capable of conversion without the need for

extension, significant alteration or reconstruction; and
b) the proposal is a high-quality design and the method of conversion retains the

character and historic interest of the building; and
c) the proposal would lead to an enhancement to the immediate setting of the

building, and the creation of a residential curtilage and any associated domestic
paraphernalia would not have a harmful effect on the character of the site or
setting of the building, any wider group of buildings, or the surrounding area.

Housing
The Settlement Boundary

The Allocations
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Housing
Delivery

• Our Housing Needs Assessment identified that the median
annual household income (£35,300) is insufficient to occupy
most tenures, unless households choose to devote a higher
proportion of their income to housing costs.

• It suggested that a way forward “may be to offer a more
diverse range of tenures in Laxfield, moving away from
market sale and towards more viable options such as shared
ownership or affordable rent.

• Delivering greater quantities or smaller sizes of house could
also help to increase the number of dwellings accessible to
those on lower incomes.”

• 35% of housing on new sites of 10 or more houses is
required to be “affordable” (as defined by the Government).

• Granting planning permission on an exceptional basis for
affordable housing on land next to, but outside the
Settlement Boundary is one way to provide affordable
housing which will continue to meet local needs.

Policy LAX 5 – Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites

Proposals for the development of small-scale affordable housing schemes,
including entry level homes for purchase (as defined by paragraph 71 of the
NPPF) on rural exception sites outside the Settlement Boundaries, where
housing would not normally be permitted by other policies, will be
supported where there is a proven local need and provided that the housing:
i. remains affordable in perpetuity; and
ii. is for people that are in housing need because they are unable to buy or

rent properties in the village at open-market prices; and
iii. is offered, in the first instance, to people with a demonstrated local

connection, as defined by the Mid Suffolk Choice Based Lettings
Scheme. Where there is no need, a property should then be offered to
those with a demonstrated need for affordable housing in neighbouring
villages.

These restrictions should be delivered through a legal agreement attached
to the planning consent for the housing. Applications for such development
will be considered in relation to the appearance and character of the
surrounding area, the potential impact on residential amenity and highway
safety.

To be acceptable, proposals should demonstrate that a local need exists
which cannot be met by applying normal planning policy for the provision of
affordable homes in association with market housing.
Any application for affordable housing in respect of this policy should be
accompanied by a detailed need and the accommodation proposed should
contribute to meeting this proven need.

In exceptional circumstances, a small number of market homes will be
permitted where it can be demonstrated:
a) that no other means of funding the construction of the affordable

homes is available; and
b) the market housing is subsidiary to the affordable housing element of

the proposal and the amount of market housing required is, as
demonstrated through a viability assessment, the minimum required to
deliver the affordable housing.

Where sites for affordable housing in the countryside are brought forward
with an element of market housing, both housing tenures should be built to
the same design standards and contribute towards the character of the area.

Community Land Trust
One option for securing affordable housing that
remains available for the local community for all
time is through the establishment of a
Community Land Trust (CLT). This is a form of
community-led housing, set up and run by local
people to develop and manage homes as well as
other assets. CLTs act as long-term stewards of
housing, ensuring that it remains genuinely
affordable, based on what people actually earn in
their area, not just for now but for every future
occupier.

Community Action 1
Establish a Community Land Trust to
investigate options for low-cost housing
in or near Laxfield’s Settlement Boundary.
Work has already started on this, as it is
considered to be an extremely high
priority for the village. A Working Party
was set up in June 2019 and work is
underway to evaluate options.

DO YOU SUPPORT THE POLICY AND COMMUNITY ACTION?

Median Income

Lower Quartile Income
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Housing
Standards

Floorspace and Facilities
It is perceived that many new developments do not provide adequate amounts of internal room space for the modern day-to-day needs of
occupants. In March 2015, the Government introduced a ‘Nationally Described Space Standard’ (or National Standard for short). This sets out
more detailed minimum standards than the previous Design and Quality Standards (2007) that applied solely to affordable housing. The
March 2015 standards encourage provision of enough space in homes to ensure that they can be used flexibly by a range of residents.

Policy LAX 7 – Measures for New Housing Development
All new dwellings shall achieve appropriate internal space
through adherence to the latest Nationally Described Space
Standards.
Dwellings should also make adequate provision for the covered
storage of all wheelie bins and cycles. Cycle parking provision
shall be in accordance with the adopted cycle parking standards.

Policy LAX 6 – Housing Mix
In all housing developments of ten or more homes,
there shall be an emphasis on providing a higher
proportion of two-bedroomed homes within the scheme,
unless it can be demonstrated that:
i) the particular circumstances relating to the tenure

of the housing dictate otherwise; or
ii) the latest publicly available housing needs

information for the Plan area identify a need for a
different mix.

The provision of bungalows will also be supported where
the proposal would not have a detrimental impact on
the character of the area in the vicinity of the site.

DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES?

House Sizes
Given that Laxfield primarily has larger dwellings compared with
Mid Suffolk, and that the parish’s ageing population is likely
increasingly to favour smaller dwellings, the recommended dwelling
mix for new development over Plan period should be focused on the
provision of two-bedroom (30%), three-bedroom (38%) and four
bedroom homes (31%) suitable to downsizers and young families,
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Heritage
Laxfield, even with the amount of expansion it has already had, has been able to retain
much of its original identity as a village. This Plan seeks to maintain that.

We’ve identified a number f important building which, although they’re not “Listed”
play an important role in the history and character of the village. The Neighbourhood
Plan identifies these and seeks to ensure that their importance is recognised when
making planning decisions.

Policy LAX 8 – Buildings of Local Significance
The retention and protection of local heritage assets and buildings of local significance,
including buildings, structures, features and gardens of local interest, will be secured.

Proposals for any works that would lead to the loss of, or substantial harm to, a building of
local significance should be supported by an appropriate analysis of the significance of the
asset together with an explanation of the wider public benefits of the proposal.

Appendix 2 identifies buildings of local significance, which are also identified on the Policies
Map.

Laxfield Buildings – Unlisted but of Interest because of Design or History
1. Gatehouse (was Gay House), Vicarage Road
2. The Manse (next to the Chapel and in front of the Old Manse)
3. The Malt House & the Maltings
4. Old Schools

a. The Boys School
b. The Girls School

5. Jasmine House, Vicarage Road
6. Workshop/outhouse adjacent to 4, Guildhall Cottages
7. Waterloo House
8. Bridge House, Gorams Mill
9. Old Bank House, The Street
10. Old Police House, Station Road

Policy LAX 9 – Heritage Assets
To ensure the conservation and enhancement of the village’s heritage
assets, proposals must:
a. preserve or enhance the significance of the heritage assets of the

village, their setting and the wider built environment, including
views into, within and out of the conservation area as identified on
the Policies Map;

b. retain buildings and spaces, the loss of which would cause harm to
the character or appearance of the conservation area;

c. contribute to the village’s local distinctiveness, built form and scale
of its heritage assets, as described in the Landscape Appraisal and
Built Character Assessment, through the use of appropriate design
and materials;

d. be of an appropriate scale, form, height, massing, alignment and
detailed design which respects the area’s character, appearance and
its setting

e. demonstrate a clear understanding of the significance of the asset
and of the wider context in which the heritage asset sits, alongside
an assessment of the potential impact of the development on the
heritage asset and its context; and

f. provide clear justification, through the submission of a heritage
statement, for any works that could harm a heritage asset yet be of
wider substantial public benefit, through detailed analysis of the
asset and the proposal.

Proposals will not be supported where the harm caused as a result of the
impact of a proposed scheme is not justified by the public benefits that
would be provided.

Where a planning proposal affects a heritage asset, it must be
accompanied by a Heritage Statement identifying, as a minimum, the
significance of the asset, and an assessment of the impact of the
proposal on heritage assets. The level of detail of the Heritage Statement
should be proportionate to the importance of the asset, the works
proposed and sufficient to understand the potential impact of the
proposal on its significance and/or setting

The Guildhall
The Grade 2* listed Guildhall is one of Laxfield’s key buildings and is much
valued by residents. It currently houses the Museum on the first floor, and the
Parish Rooms on the ground floor as well as other areas which are let to
tenants for storage. It needs investment in significant repair and maintenance
work to preserve it for the long term; work also needs to be done to see
whether it is possible to enable it to become financially sustainable and to
support more extensive use of this community asset.

Community Action 2
Establish a Working Group to work with the Trustees of the Guildhall to develop
a business case for investment in this historic building to preserve and improve
its usability

DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES AND THE COMMUNITY ACTION?
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DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES AND COMMUNITY ACTIONS?

Built
Environment

Policy LAX 10 – Dark Skies
While ensuring that new developments are secure in terms of occupier and
vehicle safety, dark skies are to be preferred over streetlights. Any future
outdoor lighting systems should have a minimum impact on the
environment, minimising light pollution and adverse effects on wildlife
subject to highway safety, the needs of particular individuals or groups, and
security. Schemes should reduce the consumption of energy by promoting
efficient outdoor lighting technologies, keeping the night-time skies dark
and reducing glare.

Policy LAX 11 – Design Considerations
Proposals for new development must reflect the local characteristics and
circumstances in the Neighbourhood Plan area and create and contribute
to a high quality, safe and sustainable environment
In particular, proposals will be supported where, as appropriate to the
proposal, they:
a. recognise and address the key features, characteristics,

landscape/building character, local distinctiveness and special
qualities of the area and/or building as identified in the Built
Character Assessment and, where necessary, prepare a landscape
character appraisal to demonstrate this;

b. maintain or create the village’s sense of place and/or local character
avoiding, where possible, cul-de-sac developments which do not
reflect the lane hierarchy and form of the settlement;

c. do not involve the loss of gardens, important open, green or
landscaped areas or the erosion of the settlement gaps identified on
the Policies Map, which make a significant contribution to the
character and appearance of that part of the village;

d. taking mitigation measures into account, do not affect adversely:
i. any historic character, architectural or archaeological heritage

assets of the site and its surroundings, including those locally
identified Buildings of Local Significance listed in Appendix 2
and as identified on the Policies Map;

ii. important landscape characteristics including trees and ancient
hedgerows and other prominent topographical features;

iii. identified important views into, out of, or within the village as
identified on the Policies Map;

iv. sites, habitats, species and features of ecological interest;
v. the amenities of adjacent areas by reason of noise, smell,

vibration, overlooking, overshadowing, loss of light, other
pollution (including light pollution), or volume or type of
vehicular activity generated; and/or residential amenity;

e. do not locate sensitive development where its users and nearby
residents would be significantly and adversely affected by noise,
smell, vibration, or other forms of pollution from existing sources,
unless adequate and appropriate mitigation can be implemented;

f. produce designs that respect the character, scale and density of the
locality;

g. produce designs, in accordance with standards, that maintain or
enhance the safety of the highway network ensuring that all vehicle
parking is provided within the plot and seek always to ensure
permeability through new housing areas, connecting any new
development into the heart of the existing settlement;

h. wherever possible ensure that development faces on to existing
lanes, retaining the rural character and creates cross streets or new
back streets in keeping with the settlement's hierarchy of routes;

i. do not result in water run-off that would add to or create surface
water flooding;

j. where appropriate, make adequate provision for the covered storage
of all wheelie bins and for cycle storage in accordance with adopted
cycle parking standards.

k. include suitable ducting capable of accepting fibre to enable
superfast broadband; and

l. provide one electronic vehicle charging point per new off-street
parking place created.

The minimal amount of street lighting and resultant dark skies add to the rural character and sense of place.  
Artificial lighting of development, while increasing security, can also impact upon residential amenity, the character and appearance of an area 
(particularly rural locations) and the environment.  
Aspects such as poor design, location, or the expulsion of unnecessarily high levels of light can also have a harmful impact.

The historic core of the village and its strong sense of community is valued 
by residents. The village quality is enhanced by its organic accretion over 
time, the relation from the centre to the countryside beyond and, above all, 
the sense of community spirit provided by the relationship of houses to 
public ways and each other.
To retain what is treasured, views of the countryside, safe public ways to 
dwell, not dominated by cars, and a sense of togetherness, will need 
collaboration. Community spirit comes from open dialogue, a willingness 
to address conflicting demands and respect for others. Quality places arise 
from community awareness and active participation. Written rules are 
insufficient. Policy Lax 11 will be supported by exemplars of best practice 
and Guidelines.

Community Action 3
Establish a Working Group to define Design Guidelines.

Policy LAX 12 – Sustainable Construction Practices
Proposals that incorporate current best practice in energy conservation will
be supported where such measures are designed to be integral to the
building design and minimise any detrimental impact on the building or its
surroundings. Development proposals should:
a. demonstrate how they maximise the benefits of solar gain in site

layouts and orientation of buildings;
b. incorporate best practice in energy conservation and be designed to

achieve maximum achievable energy efficiency;
c. maximise the benefits of solar gain in site layouts and the orientation of

buildings;
d. avoid installing new fossil fuel-based heating systems; and
e. incorporate sustainable design and construction measures and energy

efficiency measures including, where feasible, ground/air source heat
pumps, photovoltaics, solar panels and grey/rainwater harvesting.

Community Action 4
Explore means of sharing best practice for sustainable design and
construction techniques.
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DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES?

Natural
Environment

Policy LAX 13 – Protection of Landscape Setting of Laxfield
To conserve the essential landscape, heritage and rural character of
the Neighbourhood Plan Area, development proposals shall, where
appropriate, demonstrate how they:
i) have regard to the rural and landscape character and the

setting of the village;
ii) conserve the open countryside in and around the village area;

and
iii) will not have a detrimental impact on the important views

identified on the Policies Map.

Residents have a strongly expressed vision of Laxfield as a lively, community-minded village set in a much-loved green 
environment which is of high biodiversity value. 
In ensuring that this vision can be maintained into the future, there is a tension which has to be addressed between the 
need for future development and the strong desire to protect and enhance the natural environment and biodiversity.  
The natural environment objectives try to address that tension and provide the necessary protection whilst still 
supporting and encouraging future (appropriate) growth and change. 

Policy LAX 14 – Biodiversity
Development proposals should avoid the loss of, or substantial harm to,
important trees, hedgerows and other natural features such as ponds and
ditches. Where such losses or harm are unavoidable:
i) the benefits of the development proposal must be demonstrated

clearly to outweigh any impacts; and
ii) suitable mitigation measures, that may include equivalent or better

replacement of the lost features, will be required.
It is expected that the mitigation proposals will form an integral part of the
design concept and layout of any development scheme, and that
development will be landscape-led and appropriate in relation to its
setting, context and ongoing management.
Where new access is created, or an existing access is widened through an
existing hedgerow, a new hedgerow of native species shall be planted on
the splay returns into the site to maintain the appearance and continuity
of hedgerows in the vicinity.
Development proposals will be supported where they provide a net gain in
biodiversity through, for example,
a) the creation of new natural habitats including ponds;
b) the planting of additional trees and hedgerows, and;
c) restoring and repairing fragmented biodiversity networks
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DO YOU SUPPORT THE POLICY AND COMMUNITY ACTIONS?

Natural
Environment

Community Action 5
Establish a Working Group to map out and report on the
condition of foot and cycle paths and make
recommendations for improvement to the Parish Council.
This group should also work with neighbouring parishes to
extend and develop the footpath and cycle path network.

Community Action 6
Set up a Working Group to produce proposals for the
viability and plans for local Greenways (in association with
Community Action 5)

Community Action 7
Set up a Working Group to produce proposals for a re-
design of our use of community green space such as areas
around the edge of the Playing Field which are currently
not used for any specific purpose. Such uses include
community growing areas, a community orchard, and
outdoor gym equipment (in association with Community
Action 11)

Community Action 8
Set up a Working Group to produce proposals to deliver a
‘Green Laxfield’.

Community Action 9
Set up a Working Group to produce proposals for
establishing and maintaining wildflower meadows.

Green Spaces
The Government enables neighbourhood plans to identify, for special protection, green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land
as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development, other than in “very special circumstances.”
The designation should only be used:
• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;
• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty,

historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and
• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

Policy LAX 15 – Local Green Spaces
The following Local Green Spaces are designated in this Plan and
identified on the Policies Map.
1 Allotments, Bickers Hill
2 Allotments, Station Road
3 Mobbs Meadow
4 Village Pond
5 Field behind Church Walk
6 High Street verges
Development on these sites will only be permitted in very special
circumstances. Permitted development rights, including the
operational requirements of infrastructure providers, are not affected
by this designation.
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DO YOU SUPPORT THE POLICIES AND COMMUNITY ACTIONS?

Amenities &
Services

Policy LAX 16 – Protecting existing services and facilities
Proposals that would result in the loss of valued facilities or services which
support a local community (or premises last used for such purposes) will
only be permitted where:
a. it can be demonstrated that the current use is not economically

viable nor likely to become viable. Where appropriate, supporting
financial evidence should be provided including any efforts to
advertise the premises for sale for a minimum of 12 months; and

b. it can be demonstrated, through evidenced research, that there is no
local demand for the use and that the building/site is not needed for
any alternative social, community or leisure use; or

c. alternative facilities and services are available, or replacement
provision is made, of at least equivalent standard, in a location that
is accessible to the community it serves with good access by public
transport or by cycling or walking.

Policy LAX 17 – Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities
Proposals for the provision, enhancement and/or expansion of amenity, sport or recreation open
space or facilities, as shown on the Policies Map, will be permitted subject to compliance with other
Policies in this and other adopted Local Plans. Development which will result in the loss of existing
amenity, sport or recreation open space or facilities will not be allowed unless:
a. it can be demonstrated that the space or facility is surplus to requirement against the local

planning authority’s standards for the particular location, and the proposed loss will not result
in a likely shortfall during the plan period; or

b. replacement for the space or facilities lost is made available, of at least equivalent quantity and
quality, and in a suitable location to meet the needs of users of the existing space or facility.

Community Action 10
Develop costed options for use and refurbishment of the
Sports Pavilion.

Community Action 11
Develop options for increasing use of the Playing Field.
There is very strong support and enthusiasm for proposals
to develop community gardens and orchards as well as
outdoor gym equipment around the edges of the playing
field, and several people expressed a desire to become
involved in taking these ideas forward (in association with
Community Action 6).

Community Action 12
Develop proposals for making Laxfield ‘Dementia Friendly’
and increase support networks within the village.

Community Action 13
Seek ways to engage young people in the development of
recreational and sporting facilities and find ways to
actively support delivery of their aspirations.

Community Action 14
Work with the Museum Trustees to explore ways of
extending use of this valuable asset.

Community Action 15
Develop a Parish Infrastructure Investment Plan to provide
a clear picture of Laxfield’s current and potential assets and
ensure that appropriate funding can be provided (and
where necessary additional funding sought) to maintain
and develop those assets appropriately.

Given the remoteness of the village from larger centres of population and services, it is
essential that services and facilities are protected and enhanced for the use of current and
future residents. However, it is recognised that demands change over time and it would be
unreasonable to require the retention of facilities if there is no longer a proven need or
demand for them. In such circumstances it might be appropriate for those uses to be lost
where specific criteria can be met.

Opportunities for participating in exercise are
important to the health of residents and reducing
pressures on the health service.
The Neighbourhood Plan can play an important role
in making sure that there are sufficient and
adequate services in the villages to meet the needs
of current and future residents.
As the population of the village grows, there is likely
to be a demand for further facilities, either an
expansion of the existing or totally new provision.
However, it is also important to safeguard what we
already have, and existing facilities will be protected
from being lost unless there are demonstrable
reasons for their loss.
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Business &
Employment

Policy LAX 18 – New businesses and employment
Proposals for new business development will be supported where sites are located
within the Settlement Boundary identified on the Policies Map, where they would
not have an unacceptable impact on residential amenity, heritage assets and the
highways network.
Outside the Settlement Boundary, proposals will be supported where
a) they are located on land designated in the development plan for business

uses;
b) or they relate to small scale leisure or tourism activities, or other forms of

commercial/employment-related development or agriculture related
development of a scale and nature appropriate to a countryside location
and a need to be located outside the Settlement Boundary can be
satisfactorily demonstrated.

Where possible, business developments should be sited in existing buildings or on
areas of previously developed land and be of a size and scale that do not
adversely affect the character, highways, infrastructure, residential amenity and
environment of the Neighbourhood Plan area.

Businesses and Jobs
The Neighbourhood Plan supports the creation of new jobs
where such development would not have a detrimental
impact on the character of the area, the local road network
and the amenity of residents living near the site or on the
access route to the site. It is envisaged that employment
premises would remain small in terms of the size of the
premises and the number of people employed on the site.

Policy LAX 19 – Farm Diversification
Applications for new employment uses of redundant traditional farm buildings
will be supported, providing it has been demonstrated that they are no longer
viable or needed for farming. Re-use for economic development purposes is
preferred, but proposals which would result in unacceptable harm to the rural
economy or would adversely affect the character, highways, infrastructure,
residential amenity, environment (including national and international
designated sites) and landscape character will not be supported.

Agriculture
There may be opportunities for the diversification of
agricultural businesses, perhaps through the establishment
of farm shops, craft units or small-scale business uses. These
uses will be supported in principle as long as they do not
undermine the viability of the agricultural unit and that the
impacts, especially traffic generation, of such uses are
acceptable in a rural location.

Community Action 16
Establish a group to investigate and report on potential for
improving facilities for local small businesses and makers.

Community Action 17
Instigate a study of the local economy to understand how
it is generated and who contributes to it in different ways.

DO YOU SUPPORT THE POLICIES AND COMMUNITY ACTIONS?
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Policies Map

Consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan ends on
6 April
At the end of the consultation the Working Group will
review all submitted comments before deciding if any
amendments to the Plan are required.

At the same time a “Consultation Statement” and a
document known as the “Basic Conditions Statement”
will be prepared. The Final Draft Plan – known as the
“Submission Plan” and the above documents will be put
to the Parish Council for approval for submission to Mid
Suffolk District Council.

Further Consultation
Mid Suffolk District Council will carry out a further six-
week consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan before it
is submitted to an Independent Examiner.

Referendum
If the Examiner recommends that a Referendum on the
Plan should take place, this will be organised and paid
for by Mid Suffolk District Council in the same way as a
local election. Notice will be given of the Referendum
and all those living in the parish that are entitled to vote
will be asked whether the Neighbourhood Plan should
be approved. No matter how many turn out to vote, if
more votes say “Yes” then the Neighbourhood Plan will
be adopted.

Examination
The Independent Examiner will review the Plan and
consider any objections to it.

The Examiner’s Report will recommend whether the
Plan, possibly with amendments, should proceed to a
referendum in the parish.

DO YOU SUPPORT THE POLICIES MAP?

What next?


