
Positive year as our village 
continues to move forward

who grew up here to buy or rent 
properties in the village and settle 
down here with their own families.
Now we have succeeded in 
increasing the stock of affordable 
and council homes. The garage 
site is finished, Noyes Avenue 
properties will be ready in February 
and giant strides are being made 
on phase one at Mill Road, with 
the second phase ready to go to 
planners.
There will be private and council 
homes up Bickers Hill and although 
the parish council simply doesn’t 
have the powers to get things just 
as it would like we try to be an 
influence for good and to welcome 
developers.
Without growth we can’t keep our 
excellent school, pre-school and 
shop - and how many villages can 
still boast two pubs?
Of course there are headaches and 
there will be disagreements along 
the way, but ultimately we all want 
the same thing. A big thank you to 
my parish council colleagues for 
making it happen.

You can’t stand still, keep your 
fingers crossed and hope things 
stay as they are. To survive 
and do well you have to keep 
moving forward - and that’s just 
what we’ve done in Laxfield this 
year.
Welcome to this newsletter to all 
villagers - and that’s to everybody, 
whatever you do, wherever you 
live and for however long you’ve 
been here.  
We’re an inclusive community and 
I hope the parish council does its bit 
to represent as fairly as possible the 
best interests of all of you.
Certainly, we’ve been busy and I 
hope this newsletter will give you 
a flavour of some of our activities  
as well as a little look at what the 
churches and the school are up to.
Perhaps in future editions, more of 
the clubs and societies can add their 
news. I know Nick Woodhead, our 
parish clerk, would love to hear 
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Chairman, Parish Council
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from you all - and a big thanks to 
him, by the way, for putting this 
issue together.
The year has seen many major 
schemes and there has been a big 
focus on preserving and, where 
possible, improving the fabric of 
our village.

One highlight for many is the long 
overdue clearing and cleaning of 
the village pond. But you don’t 
have to walk much further up the 
road to see how the war memorial 
railings and both cemetery gates 
have been renovated, along with 
the old water pump.
Add to that new fencing and repairs 
to the children’s play area (with 
more to come), vehicle-activated 
speed indicator devices and some 
top-class work on our green areas 

WINTER 2017

and it adds up to a heavy workload.
All well and good, but where’s 
the forward-looking bit? The 
answer lies in these pages - mainly 
with the decision to embark on 
a Neighbourhood Plan and the 
provision already of new housing.
Time and again people say it is 
becoming increasingly difficult 
for the young people of Laxfield 

Let’s make this new Neighbourhood Plan work

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE PARISH COUNCIL AND VILLAGE NEWS ON www.laxfield.online

Laxfield Parish Council 
has resolved to produce a 
Neighbourhood Plan.
It’s about your vision for the place 
you want Laxfield to be. How 
would you like to see the village 
develop over the next 20 years?
It isn’t just about housing. 
Yes, it would contain a set of 
policies against which planning 
applications are assessed and they 

would be used in the determination 
of planning applications, but the 
policies produced cannot block 
development that is part of the 
district’s local development plan. 
What they can do is shape and 
influence where that development 
will go and what it will look like.
There are a number of statutory 
procedures to go through before 
the district council would call a 

referendum on the plan and if more 
than half of those who vote are in 
favour then it is adopted.
But it’s a long journey and could 
take many months or even years. 
A working ‘‘committee” of parish 
councillors and residents has been 
formed and its members are keen to 
meet clubs, societies, churches and 
other groups within the village to 
hear their views.

But they need help - your help - to 
make a success of this. Perhaps you 
could join the committee or do your 
bit in a specialist working party  
covering, say, children’s facilities, 
sports provision, green spaces, the 
retail offer - whatever you think is 
important in the future.
In the first instance email Nick 
Woodhead on laxfieldparishclerk@
gmail.com to express your interest.. 
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Some of the council’s 2017 
initiatives put into focus ... 

HANDS TO THE PUMP - Cllr Wendy Abbott’s 
husband Roy renovated the old water pump 
in Station Road.

HAVING A BLAST 
- Repair work, sand-
blasting, priming and 
finally painting has 
given a fresh look 
and an extended life 
to the railings at the 
war memorial and to 
both the cemeteries 
in Station Road.
Next year the parish 
council is planning to 
revamp the garden 
of remembrance at 
the new cemetery, 
including seating and 
flower beds.

With such a busy 
year almost behind 
us, we’ve taken a 
few snapshots in 
time at some of the 
key moments.
It’s great to have the 
pond looking as pretty 
as a picture while the 
war memorial is back 
to its former glory 
as are the cemetery 
gates.
Villagers have been 
asking for years 
for speed devices 
and very successful 
they are. Cars still 
travel too quickly - 
but they slow down 
dramatically!

Communication is 
everything. A mailshot 
invited everyone to 
the housing exhibition 
while substantial 
investment has been 
made into the village 
website.



 

Laxfield Parish Council Newsletter Winter 2017 PAGE 3

COMMUNICATING - When plans were available for phase two of the 
Mill Road development the parish council hired the village hall and the 
developers Wellington Homes put on an exhibition.

GETTING CONNECTED - High speed broadband arrived in Laxfield in 
2017.  The council was asked to agree to overhead wires - but declined 
- and underground it went.

BRAKING POINT - In the summer the council was granted permission 
by the county council to buy a Speed Indicator Device to be moved  
between Station Road, Vicarage Road and Framlingham Road.

REFLECTED GLORY - The village pond, suddenly and dramatically so clean you can see the reflection of the houses behind. It was never going to 
be an easy job but finally this was the year it was achieved, to a chorus of approval from villagers, especially those living by the pond.



The Orwell Development in 
Mill Road will provide eight 
affordable homes, all for 
rent, and there will be a local 
connection criteria for the 
allocation of the dwellings. 

So Laxfield residents registered 
on the Gateway to Homechoice 
system (see link below) will be 
given priority and if there are 
insufficient applicants with 
a connection to Laxfield the 
allocation priority will cascade 
out to Stradbroke, Fressingfield 
and Brundish, before cascading 
to Mid Suffolk district.

The process for applying is:-
Complete an online form.
Supply any additional information 
which is required (proof of ID, 
proof of income etc).
Once this is in place the 
application is made active.
This process can take a few 

 

Mill Road homes taking    shape - now Phase Two
option of taking power to the site 
via a trench along the edge of the 
playing field but the charitable status 
attached to the land presented legal 
difficulties. Instead, the supply will 
come direct from Noyes Avenue.
Mr Pitcher said: “We now have the 
utility companies’ designs and their 
proposals to service the site which 
will involve works in Noyes Avenue 
and a possible road closure to Mill 
Road.

A new estate of 25 homes is 
taking shape on Mill Road and 
the first properties - affordable 
homes available via the council 
and a housing association -  
should be ready in the spring. 
People with a Laxfield connection 
have priority when applying for the 
eight affordable properties, most of 
which back on to Noyes Avenue.
The other four properties, to be 
completed later and backing on 
to Mill Road, will go on the open 
market.
Developer Wellington is working 
alongside Orwell Housing 
Association and Mid Suffolk District 
Council to provide a variety of 
homes for sale or rent. Eligibility 
for properties depends on the 
usual “points” tariff but there is a 
weighting towards local people 
when applications are made. 
The mild, dry, late summer and 
autumn gave Wellington the 
opportunity to make good progress. 
Wellington Managing Director Paul 
Pitcher said: “Works are progressing 
well on site and we are hoping for 
all plots to be water-tight prior to the 
Christmas break.
“The affordable units will be 
completed and available early in the 
spring and the open market units 
shortly afterwards.”
Wellington, UK Power Networks 
and the parish council explored the 

Go online using the address given 
and this is what you will see. Or 
contact MSDC for advice.

We will liaise 
with the parish 
council to keep 
all informed
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“The utility companies’ work is  
outside our scope of works, but we 
will liaise with the parish council to 
keep all informed and disruption to 
an absolute minimum.”
The plans for phase two are almost 
ready to go to district council 
planners. Of the 13 homes, seven 
will go on the open market and the 
other six will be shared ownership.
Shared ownership is aimed at people 
who cannot afford to buy a property 
outright. Typically, the occupier buys 
between a quarter and three-quarters 
now and pays rent on the rest, with 
the option to buy the remainder later.

weeks so it is best for anyone 
interested in the development 
to apply sooner rather than later. 
The developers, Wellington, are 
talking about possibly finishing 

by the early spring, right 
on schedule.
By clicking on ‘properties 
and recent lets search’ on 
the Gateway site you will 
see that the district council 
advertises vacancies and 
people who have an active 
application can “bid” for 
properties – this merely 
means expressing an 
interest. Vacancies are 
advertised for seven days 
only, after which they are 
replaced with new ones. 

MSDC is part of a 
partnership of eight authorities in 
Suffolk and Essex so you will see 
properties in other areas as well 
as in Mid Suffolk.

http://www.midsuffolk.
gov.uk/housing/looking-
for-a-home/registering-for-
gateway-to-homechoice

How to apply for one of 
those affordable homes

Plots 13-25. 
Plans not  
finalised and  
not yet sent for  
consideration 
by the district 
council.

PHASE 
TWO



On July 19, the developers and 
the parish council staged a public 
exhibition in the village hall to 
gain feedback on the proposals 
for phase two.
Fifty-four people attended and 
the developers were given 25 
feedback forms.
Consultees said they favoured 
a mix of housing types with 
particular emphasis on homes 
suitable for families at the lower 
end of the property market 
including starter and affordable 
homes.
A small proportion of consultees 
(16%) believe more bungalows 
were needed on the site.
Sixty-eight per cent of consultees 
were positive the proposed 
housing would be of benefit to 

the community but  expressed 
concerns that the school would 
need upgrading.
As far as location was concerned, 
80% said this was a good site 
and 64% approved of the layout. 
There was adequate parking.
Diagrams were shown of the 
external design of the properties 
and 80% of consultees were in 
favour of these designs.
Overall, the majority of 
consultees (64%) said they were 
positive in their overall view of 
the proposed development.
Viewing Laxfield as a whole, 
most consultees said they were 
concerned about the housing 
mix in the village but there were 
also doubts about the capacity of 
all local facilities and roads.

Public exhibition on Phase Two shows a 
positive response from the attendees

 

Mill Road homes taking    shape - now Phase Two
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• Plot 13 3 bed bungalow, open market
• Plot 14 3 bed bungalow, open market
• Plot 15 3 bed bungalow, open market
• Plot 16 4 bed house, open market
• Plot 17 4 bed house, open market
• Plot 18 3 bed house, open market
• Plot 19 4 bed house, open market

• Plot 20 2 bed semi, shared ownership
• Plot 21 2 bed semi, shared ownership
• Plot 22 3 bed semi, shared ownership
• Plot 23 3 bed semi, shared ownership
• Plot 24 3 bed semi, shared ownership
• Plot 25 3 bed semi, shared ownership 

40 parking spaces

PHASE ONE 
BUILDING

Plot 1 Affordable 1 bed bungalow 
Plot 2 Affordable 2 bed house
Plot 3 Affordable 3 bed house
Plot 4 Affordable 3 bed house 
Plot 5 Affordable 2 bed house
Plot 6 Affordable 1 bed bungalow 

Plot 7 Affordable 2 bed bungalow 
Plot 8 Affordable 2 bed bungalow 
Plot 9 Open Market 2 bed bungalow 
Plot 10 Open Market 2 bed bungalow
Plot 11 Open Market 2 bed bungalow
Plot 12 (Open Market - Sold)

Phase One breakdown of properties



Sunday December 17, 
10.15am: Christmas Messy 
Church and Nativity.
Sunday December 24, 6pm: 
Carols by (battery) candlelight.
Christmas Day 10am: 
Christmas Family Service.

Holiday Bible Club: Always 
popular. For children from 
Reception to Year 11.
In 2018 our Holiday Bible Club 
will be from Tuesday April 10 
to Friday April 13. There’s no 
charge and it’s lots of fun.

Christianity Explored: A short 
course enabling anyone to find 
out what Christianity is all about. 
We can arrange the course at 
almost any time for any number 
of people. If you are interested 
ring 01986  799138.

Join in the popular 
Holiday Bible Club

So what is this 
faith all about?

Baptist Church 
Christmas diary

Schools 
likely to  
form new 
academy 
next year

We are Laxfield Baptist Church. 
We hold the vast majority of our 
meetings in the Chapel right in 
the centre of the village. 
I am sure you will have been past 
the Chapel many times. Perhaps 
you have stopped to take a look at 
the front of the building or to read 
the John Noyes memorial tablet on 
the wall, but do you know what the 
Chapel looks like on the inside? It’s 
not too bad!
Perhaps more importantly, do you 
know what goes on at the Chapel? 
Perhaps it’s a bit of a mystery to 
you.
Let me outline a typical Sunday 
morning for you. We start at 10am 
when some of us meet together for 
prayer. We believe in the power 
of prayer and we believe that God 
hears us when we pray, so we think 
it is important to start our day of 
worship in prayer. 

By Tim mawson, Pastor,  
Laxfield Baptist Church

Laxfield Baptist Church and, below right, Pastor Tim Mawson

By singing we 
praise God for all 
the good things 
he has done for us

Our morning service starts at 
10:30am. By that time most people 
have arrived and are sitting down 
ready to worship, but we don’t 
mind if people arrive late! We 
start our service with singing. It’s 
an important form of worship: by 
singing we praise God for all the 
good things he has done for us.
Singing is followed by prayer and 
then a children’s talk which is a way 
of telling the younger members of 
our congregation all about Jesus 
- but the not so young love a good 
children’s talk too. 
We sing again and then the children 
and young people leave to go to 
Little Learners, Sunday Club or 
Bible Class depending on their age. 

Those who are left in the Chapel 
listen to the Bible being read. This 
is really important to us because we 
believe the Bible is God’s word to 
us. It is one, very important, way in 
which God speaks to us. 
After another song comes the 
sermon. The focus of the sermon 
is usually on the passage of the 
Bible that was read and is another 
important part of our worship as it 
is the way that we learn more about 
God and Jesus and living our lives 
as Christians (people who trust in 
Jesus as Saviour).
The service concludes with a song 
and a prayer, then we have some 
refreshments and there is time to 
chat and catch up with one another. 
That’s the gist of it. We do have 
different services sometimes. 
About once a month we have 
a Family Service where all the 
children and young people stay 
with the older ones in the Chapel 
and the whole service is aimed at 
the children. Sometimes we even 
stay together for a meal afterwards. 
We also have an evening service 
at 6pm. Everyone and anyone 
is welcome at our services on a 
Sunday. Come in one or other of 
the front doors (someone should be 
there to greet you) and sit anywhere 
you like. All the seats are free! 

We don’t take up an offering during 
the service, so you don’t need to 
worry about that although there are 
offering boxes near the doors if you 
want to give something. 
Our primary purpose in coming 
together on Sundays is to worship 
God and we try to make him the 
focus of everything we do. 
Feel free to join us, even if it is 
only the once. We have loads of 
other things going on at the Chapel. 
You can find out all about them on 
our website www.laxfieldbaptist.
org.uk or by searching for us and 
following us on Facebook or by 
coming along and picking up a 
leaflet.

The governing body of Laxfield 
Primary School has joined with 
four others to investigate the 
benefits of forming a Multi-
Academy Trust together, given 
Government policy on the 
running of schools.

The other schools are Strad-
broke, Fressingfield, Eye and 
Wortham primary schools.
Each school is already 
successful in its own right but 
in an increasingly challenging 
educational landscape the 
governing bodies recognise that 
a fresh approach is needed.
The proposed All Saints 
Schools Trust would be a 
new partnership that would 
strengthen and sustain the 
quality of education each 
school is able to offer their 
children and young people 
through greater collaboration 
and joint working.
The proposed multi-academy 
trust would be established in 
January by the five schools, 
which would all convert to 
academy status. 
The All Saints Schools Trust 
would provide a range of 
important benefits for its 
member schools through 
greater collaboration and joint 
working between headteachers, 
senior leaders, staff and 
governors.
They would be able to help 
retain and attract the most 
capable staff and secure 
financial efficiencies through 
coordinated resource planning 
and joint commissioning of 
services.
One of the Trust’s initial core 
values was that the local 
community and stakeholders 
should have a say in decision-
making. The parish council has 
written a letter of support for 
the proposal.

 

Ever wondered what 
really goes on in here?
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November 25 10am-12 noon 
– Advent Fair in church. Stalls 
and refreshments. Windowsills 
decorated with Nativity scenes.
December 3 Advent Sunday – 
a small knitted set of Mary, Joseph 
and a donkey begin their journey 
round Laxfield, staying in different 
homes in the village. Their journey 
will include the school and pre-
school and will end in church on 
Christmas Eve. Contact the school 
on 798344 or Liz Hammond on 
798726 to be a host to these special 
visitors!
December  7  7pm – wreath 
making session in church. Contact 
Di Wingfield 798880.

December 8 From 8pm – 
sponsored sleepover in church in 
aid of the Ipswich Winter Night 
Shelter. Join us for soup, songs and 
story- telling, and stay the night if 
you wish! Contact Rebecca Winn 
798801 for information.
December 13 1.30pm – 
Christingle Service in church with 
children and families from the 
primary school.
Christmas Eve 4pm – Carol 
Service.
Christmas Day 9.30am 
– Family Service with Holy 
Communion.
For further information about 
services see the noticeboard.

Laxfield All Saints’ Church diary of 
events for the festive season 2017

donkey will be travelling round 
the village spending a night in 
different homes reminding us 
of what the season is all about. 
Christmas Eve, that most special 
time, will be celebrated in 
church with the Carol Service. 
The church is usually full to the 
rafters and on Christmas Day 
we come together to sing carols 
and to share communion in a less 
formal way. 
The church is a family. If you 
would like to join us over the 
Christmas period do come - we 
can always find an extra seat.
Happy Christmas to you all. 

The Christmas season is 
one of the happiest times 
of the year, filled with 
warm memories of past 
Christmases and full of the 
excitement of planning to 
share another Christmas 
with family and friends. Our 
hearts are softened toward 
each other and it seems 
easier to forgive a hurt or an 
unkindness. 
The past year has been full of 
events both public and private. 
The public events we can easily 
share. In the case of the church 
you can see displayed in our 
photographs some of the things 
that have been going on. You 
too will share your joys with 
others. The private, well they are 
private, and not so easily shared. 
This is what we call the stuff of 
life and it happens every year.
As a church we hope to be there 
to help you through the bad and 
to celebrate the good. Christmas 
time is a good time to draw 
together the past year. Good or 
bad, each event in our lives has 
made a change. It is up to us how 
we use those changes to affect 
our lives in the coming year. 
The message of Christmas was 
supposed to bring about change. 
When Jesus was born, God was 
saying to the world, I am not 
remote and out there, I am near, a 
human, a baby, vulnerable, born 
in less than ideal conditions. I 
am with you always.
Our world is a scary place for 
many, and Christmas can be 
a miserable time if you are 
homeless. That is why we are 
trying to raise money for the 
Ipswich Winter Night Shelter. 
The knitted Mary, Joseph and 

By The Rev DaviD BuRRell
Vicar, All Saints’ Church

The December 24 afternoon service brings the village together to celebrate the arrival of Christmas.

The church is a 
place of worship 
but always has 
been - and still is 
- a centre for the 
community as a 
whole. This summer 
families and friends 
gathered in the 
churchyard to enjoy 
a community day.

They drink an awful 
lot of coffee in Brazil 
- and they drank an 
awful lot in church 
on September 29 
and enjoyed cake 
and biscuits with 
it. The result was a 
magnificent £925 
raised for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

On Christmas 
Eve the church  
is usually full  
to the rafters

HERE FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY

£925 FOR 
MACMILLAN

 

Warm memories plus lots 
of excitement for this year
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Where the money goes
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It isn’t often that the parish 
council finds itself having to 
say no when a villager comes 
forward with a request.
But while we could offer 
financial help to reprint the 

It doesn’t matter how many bells 
and whistles you add to a website 
in terms of functionality the fact 
is the site will only ever be as 
good as the material on it.
Parish council member Ian 
Williams looks after laxfield.
online which is run by the parish 
council and has all the potential to 
be a great vehicle for the village.
Of course it has all the parish 
council news on there - it has to 
by law - and there is a good deal 
more with  sections of news, 
coming events, police messages, 
a picture gallery and useful info.
But there is no reason why it 
cannot be a focus for all the clubs 
and societies, providing an up-to-
date online ‘read’ for any resident 
who cares about what’s going on.
But Ian needs you to provide the 
material and it isn’t difficult.
This site can take pretty well any 

This time  
it was just a  
step too far

Make your website as 
good as it should be

Any parish council’s main job 
is to manage the finances 
and by law it must have a paid 
Responsible Financial Officer - 
in our case the parish clerk.
As local councils go, Laxfield is 
a big financial concern. It has a 
revenue base of around £50,000, 
made up mainly of the near £40,000 
provided by the precept - that’s the 
money paid by villagers as part of 
their community charge. The rest 
comes mainly from grants.
That sum is needed because of the 
facilities on offer. The village hall 
still carries a debt of £120,000, 
then there is the upkeep of the 
two cemeteries and the beautiful 
sweeping greenery of the area 
around All Saints from Church Plain 
right down to Goram’s Mill Lane.
The playing field and associated 
children’s recreation area requires 
investment with growing health 
and safety demands but is a vital 
amenity, providing a pavilion with 
football pitches for senior and junior 
sides and a cricket square. 
Money also has to be available for 
repair work and for investment in  a 
series of major projects.

In 2017, the council opted to spend 
£6,000 in clearing the pond - a big 

Discovering Laxfield leaflet, the 
members were in no position to 
check all the content, particularly 
all the country walking routes!
If you can help, contact parish 
clerk Nick Woodhead at 
laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 

format but if you just want to 
send him an email, have a look at 
the site and contact him using the 
link provided.
Or email the parish clerk at 
the address given below and 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
We look forward to hearing from 
you and sharing your news.

Newsletter concept, design work, sub-editing and (unless stated) articles 
by parish clerk Nick Woodhead. To feature in the next issue contact him at 
laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com. Printed by Leiston Press. November 2017.

decision but one that followed a 
number of justifiable complaints 
that this once attractive area had 
become something of an eyesore.
There were other one-off repairs 
(see pages 2 & 3) and a £3,000 
investment in a vehicle activated 
speed sign that is moved between 

three locations.
Its software provides data that 
indicates that whether the device 
is operating in Station Road, 
Framlingham Road or Vicarage 
Road, traffic is still breaking the 
limit on approach - but quickly 
slows down!
And then there are the ‘people’ 
things. The council is allowed to 
spend a limited amount per head 
on events or provisions that are 
potentially of benefit to all - usually 
some form of entertainment. 
This year that money went to the 
Laxitude event at the Royal Oak.
The pie chart above shows where 
the expenditure has been allocated 
from April to October this year.

BIG SPENDERS
Pond   £6,000 
Village Hall Loan  £5,600
Churchyard   £3,300
Clerk   £3,300 
Playing field  £2,600
Cemeteries   £2,400 
Repairs   £1,700 
Laxitude   £1,600 
Insurance   £900

April to October 2017


